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stooping low under the weight of
the fruits. The next day's plan was
to reach Manal i  by  cross ing the
Jalori  pass. I  was looking forward
to the first good picture opportu-
nity from the top of the pass, but
my plan got washed away in heavy
rain and sleet.

W e  r e a c h e d  M a n a l i  b y  t h e
evening and checked into a hotel
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Traff ic jams (above) are
a  common  occu r rence
on the way to  the top
o f  t he  Roh tang  pass .
Seen in the background,
GREF personnel  bu i ld ing
a re ta in ing wal l  to  pre-
vent  lands l ides.  Ford ing
nallahs (below) is par for
the course on this route

on the lelt bank. That's whenVitoldas
sprung the whiskey logic on me. He
staunchly bel ieved a couple of shots
every evening wil l  keep the body's
immunity system in fine fiddle. "You
should never have one drink," he said.
"One drink will affect only one leg,
so you should have a second one to
restore the balance of the other leg."
Now, who can challenge that.

The next morning after a l ight
breakfast we hit the Manali-Leh road.
The going was smooth till we reached
Marhi en route to the Rohtang pass.
As we cl imbed up, the sight of taxis
hauling up tourists towards the pass
with skies sticking out of the window
intrigued my partner. Being an avid
sk ier  he was bemused by the lack
of snow and wondered where thev
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T h e  m o u n t a i n s  i n  L a -
hu l  ( top)  change co lour
after every bend. Vitol-
das raises a dust storm
(midd le)  in  the Scorp io
V[X 4x4 on the Sarchu
plains. He enjoys his bowl
of noodle soup (r ight) at
Bharatpur ,  about  13km
sho r t  o f  Ba ra lacha la .
Hawkers make a qu ick
b u c k  ( b o t t o m  r i g h t )
wh i l e  peop le  wa i t  f o r
the jam to clear. At the
Tsokar  camp ( le f t ) ,  one
can see the sky adorned
w i th  a  b i l l i on  s ta r s  a t
n i g h t .  T h e  m o o n l e s s
sky made the sight even
more enchanting

are going to ski.  After endless jams

and traffic snarls we reached the
top where we saw people making
feeble attempts at skiing and slid-
ing sitting on rubber tubes tied to a
rope.  Seeing i t  he sa id , 'Ahh!  Th is
is approximately ski ing." I  could
only chuckle.

The t ra f f ic  th inned out  a f ter
cross ing Rohtang,  but  we were
considerably late due to the jams,

so, we decided to halt  at Keylong
instead of our planned night stay at
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